
 
 
 

Mission Statement 

The mission of Honeybee Christian Co-op is to create a place for 

educational enrichment, where homeschooling families can work together 

to explore the world around us, while enjoying fellowship and growing closer 

in our Christian faith. 

 
 



Introduction 

Welcome to Honeybee Christian Co-op! We are a small community of 

homeschooling moms and their children. We meet once a week to foster social 

development, grow in our Christian faith, and learn about the world around us 

through enrichment style subjects. We are dedicated to providing a Christian, full-

bodied educational experience for our children. In addition, we strive to create an 

inclusive educational environment that welcomes special needs students. This 

handbook is intended to provide current and prospective co-op members with 

the information needed to help our co-op with stay structured and fun. 

Members should read it carefully and keep it handy to refer to as needed. Any 

errors noted in the handbook should be brought to the attention of the facilitator. 

 

 

Membership 

Membership is conditional upon abiding by the policies and procedures laid out in 

the member handbook. Any new members will only be added to the group with a 

unanimous vote by the current participating members.  All members are required 

to sign registration form prior to the start of the school year. 

 

Scheduling 

We meet on Tuesdays from 8:30am-12:30pm.  Our school year will begin on August 

15th and break for Christmas on Dec.12th.  We return for the spring semester on 

January 9th. Our schedule is set up to have 5 weeks on followed by one week off. 

We will also have optional play dates and field Trips scheduled throughout the 

year.  

 

Location 

 

 

 

 

 



Snack/Allergies 

Each Tuesday, during Block 2, we will take a small break for the kids to enjoy a 

snack. Each family will be responsible for bringing their own snack. Please be 

mindful of the allergies in your child’s class. All beverages must be in a spill proof 

cup.  

Allergies by class…  

 

 

 

 

 

Inclement Weather Policy 

In the event of inclement weather, we will follow the Rutherford County Schools 

closings since our host church is outside of city limits. If you are unsure if we are 

meeting, please check the group Facebook page or call Valerie Pulk (615-663-6276) 

PRIOR to leaving for co-op. 

 

Communications 

All updates and communication will be done through the group Facebook page or 

via phone calls and text messages. Please turn on the notifications in your page 

settings so you can receive alerts to any new posts that occur to the group 

Facebook page. 

 

Conflict Resolution 

Unfortunately, personality conflicts and misunderstandings can happen. It is 

important that we agree on how to deal with these situations, should they arise. 

Based on Matthew 18, if conflict arises, mothers should seek to resolve the issue 

on their own. If either party is unsatisfied or resolution cannot be met, the 

parties involved then need to seek the assistance of leadership committee. If 

there are persistent conflicts surrounding one family, they may be asked to 

leave co-op. 

 



Attendance 

We do ask that all members strive to attend regularly. If for some reason, you 

will be unable to attend co-op due to a family trip or previously scheduled 

appointment we ask that you let the leadership committee know ASAP.  Each 

family will be allowed 3 unexcused absences or 6 total absences including those 

related to illness before having their membership status reviewed by leadership 

committee. Arriving on time is also important to having a smooth morning. Arriving 

after 8:40am will qualify as a tardy. Families are allowed 5 tardies before having 

their membership reviewed. 

 

Participation 

Listed below are the responsibilities for each family. 

 -Mothers are required to be in attendance with their children each week. 

-Each mother will be responsible for teaching or assisting during each block 

of the day.  

 -During the co-op day, we ask that each mother take an active role in  helping 

 the children to have an enriched learning experience. 

 -We ask that you come to co-op on time and prepared each week to  help 

 ensure that we have a smooth productive morning. 

 -All moms are responsible for setting up their classrooms prior to the 

 start of their teaching block. 

- All moms will sign up for a clean-up task and take an active role in keeping 

our space tidy.  

Any family that does not fulfill their duties will have their membership reviewed 

by the leadership committee and may be asked to leave Co-op. 

 

-Class groupings 

To help the students get the most out of their day we will group into classes 

based on age. We will have separate into the following ages... birth- 35 mos., 3 & 4 

yr. old’s, K, and 1st -3rd grade. These classifications may change depending on the 

final enrollment. 

 



Fees 

Co-op fees are broken down as follows: 

- Registration Fee- $25 (will be applied towards your membership fee at 

the beginning of the school year) 

- Membership Fee- $75/child with a max fee of $225 for families with 3+ 

children. This goes to our host church for allowing us to use the space and 

for making any necessary copies.  

- Supply Fee- Families with children in the Nursery and 3-4 yr. old class will 

pay a $10 supply fee/child/semester. Children in grades K-3rd grade will 

have a supply fee of $30/child each semester. This will go to purchase 

supplies the teacher may need to carry out her lessons. First Semester 

Supply fee is due 8/1/17 and second semester supply fee will be due 12/5/17. 

- There will be no refunds given as the funds will have already been 

donated to the church or spent on supplies.  

- In addition, each family is responsible for any costs related to optional 

field trips throughout the year.  

 

 

 

Disciplinary Procedures 

When working with young children, behavioral issues are inevitable. Outlined below 

are the acceptable forms of discipline to be used at co-op while teaching…  
1st warning- Gently but firmly redirect the child and attempt to get them back on task 

 2nd warning- Child is given final warning and told they will be removed from class if there are 

any further problems 

3rd warning- Have assistant remove the child from the room for a small break to gain self-

control , child may return to class 

4th warning- Child is removed from class to join their parent for the remainder of class.  

Unacceptable forms of discipline include, yelling, humiliating, and any form of 

physical punishment. We will also have a sensory room available for students who 

are overstimulated to go and take a break in if needed.   

 

 



Illness Policy 

We all want our children to share, but when it comes to illness we want to keep 

any sharing to a minimum. We ask that you please do not attend co-op if any of 

the following apply to your child. 

- Fever over 100 degrees in the last 24 hours 

- Signs of severe illness (uncontrollable coughing, difficulty breathing, persistent 

crying, lethargy) 

- Diarrhea, such as loose or runny stools 

- Vomiting within the last 24 hours 

- Any rash, especially when accompanied by fever or behavior change 

- Any communicable disease, please notify the group via Facebook page ASAP 

 

 Curriculum 

Honeybee Christian Co-op is an enrichment based cooperative. The subjects 

covered are supplemental topics that will help the students learn more about 

themselves and the world around them. Our Nursery Class and 3-4-year-old 

classes are self-contained and you can find a sample of their curriculum at the 

back of the handbook. Our K and 1st-3rd grade classes will rotate through 3 

different subject through the morning. Since we are a co-op our curriculum is 

planned and taught by our own members. If you are assigned to teach a class, 

you will be responsible for planning/purchasing your own curriculum.  

 

-Play Dates and Field Trips 

Twice a month in addition to co-op there will be an optional play date or field trip. 

We will rotate who is responsible for planning the gatherings, as per the 

leadership committee’s instruction. These can take place on any day of the week 

other than Tuesday. 

Leadership Committee 
Valerie Pulk- Facilitator/Calendar Management/Moms Night Out Coordinator 

Jessica Sherrod- Treasurer/Recruitment/Membership  

Melissa McNeal- Supply coordinator/PR/Recordkeeper 

Charity Person- Field Trip/ Prayer Request Coordinator 



 
Academic Calendar for 2016-2017 

 
Session 1 

1. 8/15 
2. 8/22 
3. 8/29 
4.  9/5 
5. 9/12 

Off 9/19 
Session 2.  

1. 9/26 
2. 10/3 
3. 10/10  
4. 10/17 
5. 10/24 

Off 10/31 
Session 3 

1. 11/7 
2. 11/14 
3. 11/21 (Thanksgiving wk)  
4. 11/28 
5. 12/5 

Off 12/12-1/2 Christmas Break 
Session 4  

1. 1/9 
2. 1/16 
3. 1/23 
4. 1/30 
5. 2/6 

Off 2/13 
Session 5 

1. 2/20 
2. 2/27 
3. 3/6 
4. 3/13 
5. 3/20 

Off 3/27 
Session 6 

1. 4/3 
2. 4/10 
3. 4/17 
4. 4/24 
5. 5/1 



Honeybee Nursery 2017-18 (0-35 months by 8/15/17)  
Ideally, we’d squeeze in diaper changes, snack, Bible time, and free play each week. Eve-
rything else just depends on the morning. Any type of art will probably involve me pull-
ing aside kids one or two at a time during free play as they’re interested. Here’s how a 
morning might shake up, but really if a kid goes home with a clean behind having heard 
that Jesus loves him and so do I a few times throughout the morning, I feel like my 
work is well done. :-)  

 
-Check in 8:30-8:45 (free play) *Parents provide diaper, snack, cup/bottle all labeled. If 
baby will need a nap, bring a pack n play or bouncer he will sleep in. There will be a check 
in sheet where you can write special instructions.  
 
-Bible Time -Memory Verse song -Bible story (with felt or manipulatives). Pass out 
tiny individual Bibles to kids so they can read along if desired. After the story read 
“God loves [name]” to each child from their Bible. -Short repetition prayer  
 
-Music - songs with motions, instrument time, or dancing with scarves or bean bags 
(may switch this to later in class if another group is using the instruments) 
 
- Free play -or guided play in the nursery (books, puzzles, blocks, toys) 
 
- Snack -Hand sanitize, pray, snack, diaper check/potty break  
 
-Play time -outside or in the gym (balls or obstacle course or just running)  
 
-Circle Time -Calendar - point out the date and ask what number. Count to that num-
ber with clapping, patting, jumping, etc. -God takes care of us every day (days of the 
week song) -Read a picture book -Practice colors/ABCs/shapes/etc. through song, 
rhyme, manipulatives  
 
-Free play & Art-exploring art materials—play dough, paint, water, crayons, stickers, 
markers, glue, or occasionally a simple craft  
 
-More Music & free play - diaper checks/potty breaks and change anyone who wasn’t 
before  
 
-Clean up - 11:50 - sing the song and put the toys in the bins  
 
-Bubbles - they’re their own event, and great for entertaining kids between when you 
put away the toys and you go to the movie room :-) 
 
 



Honeybee Christian Co-op 3 &4-year old’s Curriculum 
Below is a sample from the God’s Little Explorers Curriculum that we will use in our 3-
4-year-old class…  
http://www.motherhoodonadime.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Gods-little-ex-
plorers-week-2.pdf 
 
 

 
K-3rd Grade Classes 

Semester 1: 50 states, Lego LearntoLearn Exploration, and Creative Writing 
Semester 2: TBD (ideas include, messy science experiments, art appreciation, inven-
tors/inventions, weather, historical figures, and more!)  
 

 

Co-op Daily Schedule 
 

8:30…...................................... Arrival, nursery drop-off, classroom setup  

8:40-9:00………………….. Praise and Worship 

9:00-10:00…………………. Block 1 

10:00-11:00…………………. Block 2 (snack during block 2) 

11:00-12:00……………………Block 3 

12:00-1:00……………………Lunch/Free Play 
 

http://www.motherhoodonadime.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Gods-little-explorers-week-2.pdf
http://www.motherhoodonadime.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Gods-little-explorers-week-2.pdf

